
 

A capital campaign is a spiritual work, not a 

financial one. A campaign is about under-

standing there is a Kingdom need and a 

Kingdom provision to meet that need. It’s 

about developing an understanding of God’s 

perfect plan to meet the need through the 

proper stewardship of His people. 

 

A Capital Campaign Is: 

• A program wherein God’s people come  

      together in equal sacrifice to provide    

      funds for building. 

• A time of spiritual growth and faith- 

building that stirs the heart and spirit.  

• A Biblical process that results in a  

      three-year giving commitment,  

      typically raising between one and three 

      times current annual giving in tithes and 

      offerings. 

 

A capital campaign is not about heavy-

handed tactics, brow-beating, trickery, guilt 

or high-pressure appeals for money. It is a 

time for learning, spiritual growth and 

prayerful consideration of how God would 

have each one of us respond to the need. 
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Ways 
of 

Giving 

OEUMC Capital Campaign 

Giving Options 

Direct gifts, in the form of cash or checks, 

are the most common way to give to a capital 

campaign. The chart on the reverse side 

shows a variety of ways to share your finan-

cial blessings now—and in the future.  

Think creatively! Using an anticipated tax re-

fund or bonus check for the next three years 

can help the church without hurting your 

monthly budget. Scaling back on discretionary 

expenses also can free up funds for charitable 

giving. By committing to a simpler lifestyle, 

many individuals and families discover the 

grace of more time together and a greater 

ability to share God’s blessings. 
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What Giving Plan Is Best for You? 

 

Your Gift 

How You 

Make the 

Gift 

Your 

Benefits 

Your Goal 

 

Outright 

Gift of 

Cash 

Make a quick 

and easy gift 

Simply write 

a check 

• Immediate 

income tax 

deduction 

• Removes 

property 

from estate 

 

Charitable 

Lead 

Trust 

Reduce gift and 

estate taxes on 

assets you pass  

to children or 

grandchildren 

Create a charita-

ble trust that pays 

fixed or variable 

income to the 

church for a spe-

cific term of years; 

principal is re-

tained for heirs 

• Reduces your 

taxable estate 

• Your family 

keeps the 

property,  

  often with 

  reduced taxes 

 

Outright 

Gift of 

Securities 

Avoid tax on 

capital gains 

Contribute 

long-term  

appreciated 

stock or other 

securities 

• Immediate 

charitable 

deduction 

of full fair 

market  

  value 

• Avoidance 

of capital 

gains tax 

Outright 

Gift of 

Personal 

Property 

Share your 

enjoyment of a 

collection or 

other personal 

item 

Donate tangible 

personal prop-

erty used for 

tax-exempt 

function 

• Charitable 

deduction 

based on the 

full fair mar-

ket value 

 
 

Bequest 

in Will 

Defer a gift 

until after  

your lifetime 

Name the 

church in your 

will (designate 

a specific 

amount, a per-

centage or a 

share of the 

residue) 

• Donation  

  is exempt     

  from federal   

  estate tax 

• Control  

  of asset for     

  your  

  lifetime 

 

Gift of 

Life 

Insurance 

Make a large gift 

with little cost 

to yourself 

Contribute a 

life insurance 

policy you no 

longer need 

• Current in-

come tax 

deduction 

• Possible  

  future de-      

  ductions   

  through    

  gifts to pay   

  policy            

 

Gift of 

Retirement 

Fund 

Avoid the 

twofold  

taxation on 

IRAs or other 

employee  

benefit plans 

Name the 

church as the 

beneficiary of 

the remainder 

of the assets 

after your life-

time 

• Make the gift 

from the 

most highly 

taxed assets, 

leaving more 

for family 

• Avoids in-

come and 

estate tax 

 

Gift of 

Real 

Estate 

Make a gift of 

an asset no 

longer needed 

and generate 

an income tax 

deduction 

Donate or sell 

the property 

at a bargain 

price to the 

church 

• Immediate 

fair market 

value in-

come tax 

deduction 

• Reduction 

or elimina-

tion of capi-

tal gains tax 

 

Gift of 

Retained 

Life Estate 

Give your  

personal  

residence, 

vacation home 

or farm now 

but continue 

to live there 

Deed owner-

ship of your 

home to the 

church but 

retain occu-

pancy 

• Valuable 

charitable 

income tax 

deduction 

• Lifetime use 

of residence 

 

Charitable 

Remainder 

Unitrust 

Create a 

hedge against 

inflation over 

the long term 

and supple-

ment your 

retirement 

income 

Create a trust 

that pays a 

fixed percent-

age of trust’s 

assets as reval-

ued annually 

• Receive a 

variable 

income for 

life 

• Immediate 

income tax 

charitable 

deduction 

Charitable 

Remainder 

Annuity 

Trust 

Secure a fixed 

income and 

supplement 

your retire-

ment funds 

Create a char-

itable trust 

that pays you 

a set income 

annually 

• Immediate 

income tax 

deduction 

• Fixed pay-

ments for 

life, often 

at a higher 

rate of  

  return 

 

Charitable 

Gift 

Annuity 

Supplement 

income with 

steady pay-

ments that are 

partially tax-free 

Enter a charita-

ble gift annuity 

contract with 

the church that 

pays a set 

amount for one 

or two lives 

• Current and 

future sav-

ings on in-

come taxes 

• Stable pay-

ments for life 

 Source: Mid-Atlantic United Methodist Foundation Inc. 


